
How Losing My 
Son Gave Birth 
to So Many 
Blessings



“
The Lord gave, and the 
Lord has taken away; 

blessed be the name of 
the Lord.

Job 1:21
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Chapter 1
On Our Way
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On Our Way

╺ Moving out to Texas

╺ Parents for the first time

╺ Sunday night

╺ The ultrasound
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Using What 
Experience You Had

What inspired you to make a website 
for Colton so shortly after losing him?
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Beginning Our Journey

╺ My background was in WordPress, 
how to use this honor Colton?

╺ I didn’t know how to design a 
memorial website for a baby, so I 
googled

╺ Didn’t want to have to maintain it: 
Using BB

╺ People were asking how they can 
help: Implemented GiveWP6



Using What 
Experience You Had

Prior to this, had you ever used 
WordPress to blog? If so, what did you 
use it for?
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Beginning Our Journey

╺ I loved English growing up

╺ Started using WordPress in 2008

╺ Only creating sites for clients, my 
career and helping others 
troubleshoot issues
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Using What 
Experience You Had

Was this difficult for you to share your 
thoughts so publicly when the grief 
was so raw? 
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Beginning Our Journey

╺ Close with my parents growing up

╺ Excited to use it as a tool

╺ Not always fun, I became numb

╺ Watch my wife grow as a person, she 
inspired me to write
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Chapter 2
A turning point for our family...
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Beginning Our Journey

╺ Opposites attract

╺ I didn’t know much about technology

╺ The idea of a blog was intimidating

╺ Wanted to share this journey with 
Alex
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Getting Started 
with WordPress

Not knowing WordPress, what’s your 
experience now from blogging?
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╺ Wrote in Google Docs at first

╺ Became interested, wanted control

╺ Easy to navigate WP Admin 
Dashboard

╺ Alex showed me how to add photos, 
save drafts, and publish
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“I’ll give you access if you don’t break anything or delete all the 
content.” -Alex



Getting Started 
with WordPress

What allowed you to be so transparent 
when posting your thoughts?
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╺ Remember every moment and have
an outlet to grieve

╺ Gave our family updates about us

╺ Not having to retell what happened 
over and over again

╺ We wanted to invite people into our 
life

╺ The more we shared, the response 
became stronger
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Getting Started 
with WordPress

Explain what was going through your 
mind the more you kept writing?
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╺ I only wrote when I felt inspired

╺ Wanted to encourage people who 
have gone through something similar

╺ Showing there can be hope through 
difficult times

╺ The number of views and shares 
didn’t matter, it was about our story
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Chapter 3
A turning point for our family...
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Getting Started 
with WordPress

What was the interaction you had with 
other people that read your blog and 
heard your story?
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╺ My friends surrounded me with 
prayer, love, and security

╺ You don’t know who really follows 
you until something bad happens

╺ I was able to connect with others in 
the WP community
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Getting Started 
with WordPress

What were some of the ways you used 
your community as an outlet?
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╺ I wrote blog posts to communicate 
how I felt as a husband and father

╺ I took a month off from my day job 
and focused on client work

╺ I looked at how I could serve others
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Getting Started 
with WordPress

What advice would you give a spouse 
or friend that might being going 
through this?
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╺ It’s important to remember that men 
and women are different how they 
handle grief

╺ Do not hold in your feelings, talk to 
someone

╺ It’s “ok” to distract yourself with fun 
activities, do not feel guilty

╺ Understand that every situation has 
hope, find what works best for you
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Chapter 4
The impact of the community
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The Relationships

What type of response did you receive 
from others?
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╺ People started opening up to me 
about personal tragedies

╺ Had people praying for us
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The Relationships

What were some of the resources you 
discovered online as a result of writing?
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╺ Communities of women who had 
experienced a loss

╺ Many women had WordPress blogs

╺ Articles that dealt with stillbirth, grief, 
and moving forward
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The Relationships

What actionable advice would you give to 
someone going through this or knows 
someone who is?
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╺ Write your thoughts out

╺ Seek support from your family and 
friends

╺ Don’t be afraid to talk about what you 
have gone through

╺ It’s your space, write what you’re 
passionate about
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“The best and most beautiful 
things in the world cannot be seen 

or even touched - they must be 
felt with the heart.”

Helen Keller
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Alex & Marie
Juchniewicz
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dearcolton.com
@atjuch

BizDev at Jilt
Preschool Teacher


